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SUBJECT: PORT CALLS AT DIEGO GARCIA 

REF: STATE 101915 

1. ON RECEIPT OF REFTEL WE SENT INFORMAL LETTER TO JOHN 
THOMSON, ASSISTANT UNDER SECRETARY SUPERVISING DEFENSE 
DEPARTMENT IN FCO, CONTAINING SUBSTANCE OF DEPARTMENT'S 
REQUEST. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF OPERATIVE PART OF THOMSON'S 
REPLY: 

"ALTHOUGH, AS YOU SAY, THERE IS NO CLEAR POLICY 
FOR PORT CALLS AT DIEGO GARCIA BY SHIPS OF THIRD 
COUNTRIES, SUCH VISITS ARE, OF COURSE, POSSIBLE 
UNDER THE 1966 AND 1972 AGREEMENTS, PROVIDED THE 
AGREEMENT OF BOTH GOVERNMENTS IS OBTAINED. YOU WILL 
NO DOUBT RECALL THAT ARRANGEMENTS WERE MADE EARLIER 
THIS YEAR FOR A FRENCH SHIP TO PAY A ROUTINE VISIT 
TO DIEGO GARCIA, ALTHOUGH IT IT WAS SUBSEQUENTLY 
CANCELLED BY THE FRENCH. FURTHER VISITS OF THIS 
KIND AT A LATER STAGE MIGHT BE USEFUL. 
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" HOWEVER, WE WOULD NOT THINK THIS THE RIGHT TIME 
TO ENCOURAGE THEM. PUBLIC INTEREST IN DIEGO GARCIA 
IS QUIET AT THE MOMENT, AND UNTIL MINISTERS HAVE 
REACHED A DECISION REGARDING YOUR GOVERNMENT'S PRO- 
POSAL TO EXPAND THE FACILITY IT WOULD, WE THINK, BE 
UNWISE TO DO ANYTHING WHICH MIGHT STIMULATE IT. 

PERHAPS WE COULD LOOK AT THE IDEA AT A LATER STAGE, 
PERHAPS AT THE NEXT ROUND OF THE ANGLO/US CONSUL- 
TATIONS ON THE INDIAN OCEAN? IF ANY REQUESTS FOR 
SHIP VISITS COME IN MEANWHILE, I SUGGEST THAT WE 
CAN CONTINUE TO CONSIDER THEM INDIVIDUALLY ON THEIR 
MERITS.' 1 

2. EMBASSY COMMENT. THIS IS A FURTHER DEMONSTATION OF 
THE UK POLICY TO MINIMIZE ALL PUBLIC REFERENCES TO DIEGO 
GARCIA UNTIL AGREEMENT ON EXPANSION OF FACILITY IS CON- 
CLUDED. THUS WE PREDICT THAT THEY WILL OPPOSE JOURNA- 
LISTS’ VISIT, SHIP VISITS OR ANY OTHER ACTIVITY WHICH 
DRAWS ATTENTION TO THE ISLAND UNTIL IT BECOMES MORE CLEAR 
THAT THE USG IS PREPARED TO GO AHEAD WITH EXPANSION AND 
UNTIL UK MINISTERS HAVE MADE FINAL DECISION ON THIS MAT- 
TER. IN LIGHT OF THIS SITUATION, ACTIVITIES THAT MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN WELCOMED BEFORE NEGOTIATION OF AD REFERENDUM 
AGREEMENT, SUCH AS JOURNALISTS' VISIT. ARE NOW NOT DE- 
SIRED HERE. THIS IS NOT TO SAY THAT THERE IS OPPOSITION 
TO THE EXPANSION PROGRAM IN THE GOVERNMENT: ALL INDICA- 
TIONS ARE OTHERWISE. OUR SOURCES IN FCO STRESS THAT THE 
ONLY REASON FOR MINIMIZING PUBLIC AND THIRD COUNTRY AS- 
PECTS OF DIEGO GARCIA IS THE TACTICAL QUESTION OF HOW 
BEST TO MOVE FORWARD ON THE EXPANSION AGREEMENT ONCE THE 
UNITED STATES DECIDES IT CAN PROCEED. END COMMENT. 
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